Consecration of the United States

to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Pray

Today, we consecrate the United States of America to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Parishes and individuals around the country are encouraged to join
the U.S. Catholic bishops in this historic occasion, beginning with this
Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus written for the consecration.

O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus:

You know the longings of our hearts, and you desire that we enjoy
friendship with you.

From your pierced side, you have poured out the wellspring of life, for
which we thirst.

Your heart burns with a love for all people to return to a right
relationship with you.

We celebrate the abundant gifts you have given this nation, founded on
the self-evident truths that our Creator has endowed all people with the
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

We make reparation for the offenses against you and against human
dignity that have taken place in this nation.

May our hearts be united to yours, so that our families and
communities enjoy peace and happiness; may broken relationships be
reconciled, injustices repaired, and the wounds of our land be healed.
May your holy Catholic Church serve as a sign, pointing all people to
your infinite love.

O Desire of Nations and Center of History, we ask you to bless these
United States of America.

Who live and reign with God the Father

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!


https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-sacred-heart-jesus
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Learn

Why do we consecrate to the Sacred Heart of Jesus? In the first such act in 1899,
when Pope Leo XIII consecrated the world to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, he writes in
his encyclical, Annum Sacrum: “Since there is in the Sacred Heart a symbol and the
express image of the infinite love of Jesus Christ that moves us to love one another,
it is fit and proper that we should consecrate ourselves to his most Sacred Heart — an
act that is nothing else than an offering and a binding of oneself to Jesus Christ.”

Likewise, in Saint John Paul IT’s Message for the Centenary of the Consecration
of the Human Race to the Divine Heart of Jesus, he reflected on the need for a
missionary spirit of the Church that flows from consecration to the Sacred Heart:
“Consecration thus understood is to be joined to the missionary activity of the
Church herself, because it answers the desire of Jesus' Heart to propagate in the
world, through the members of his Body, his total dedication to the kingdom, and to
unite the Church ever more closely to his offering to the Father and his being for
others.”

In addition to drawing us into deeper unity with Christ, consecration to the Sacred
Heart also reveals a message that Saint John Paul II called “necessary for humanity
today”: Only in Christ’s love can we discover the gentleness and forgiveness needed
to heal the conflicts that wound our world (Angelus 2002).

Act

As we conclude this Novena to the Sacred Heart, we reflect with Pope Francis in
Dilexit Nos. “There are moments when [Jesus] speaks to us inwardly, calls us and
leads us to a better place. That better place is his heart. There he invites us to find
fresh strength and peace: ‘Come to me, all who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest’ (Mt 11:28)” (no. 43).

Let us go forth with this renewed sense of strength and peace, consoled by the great
love that Jesus has for us and transformed by the missionary fire of his Sacred Heart.
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